THE THREATENED HERITAGE
traordinarily effective. The well-known work of Max
Mell, Karl Heinrich "Waggerl, and Richard Billinger
rests, of course, like that of many others, on the splen-
did literary tradition of Austrian Catholicism; but such
excellent minor figures as Enrica von Handel-Mazzetti
(b. 1871), Gertrud von Le Fort (b. 1876), Peter
Dorfler (b. 1878), Paula Grogger (b. 1892) and Rein-
hold Schneider (b. 1903) have had their conspicuous
share in the consolidation of German literature be-
tween the wars. Among the Catholic critics there have
been distinguished contributors, not only to the gen-
eral discussion of cultural issues, but to the field of spe-
cifically literary appreciation (Karl Muth, b. 1867,
Theodor Haecker, b. 1879, Giinther Miiller, b. 1881,
and Romano Guardini, 1885-1941).

Catholic and Protestant writers alike are preoccu-
pied with the paradoxical human quest for both
responsibility and freedom, a theme which is funda-
mental in the literature of our time and which has,
in Germany, been stated and pursued most effectively,
not in political terms, but rather in its wider religious
context. It is in this ambit of peculiarly modern re-
ligious speculation that some of the contemporary
German philosophers have exercised a remarkable in-
fluence upon the literature of Europe and America. It
is characteristic of this form of religious thought to
derive philosophical conclusions not so much from the
dialectical manipulation of idealistic concepts as from
the compelling implications, both rational and irra-
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